CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 1st AUGUST 2002. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Diane Merritt



David Brown               



W Shaw 



Jim Gale




Jonathan Sykes 




Amanda Holroyd



David Clark  :  Parish Clerk
In attendance D Lay, WCC.

ITEM 1: APOLOGIES

11
Cllr P Veasey KDC (on holiday). 

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
None. 

ITEM 3 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

4.1
The minutes of the meeting on 20th June were unanimously approved.  Proposed by W Shaw, seconded by D Brown.

ITEM 4 : MATTERS ARISING  
4.1
ROAD MAINTENANCE  The Clerk was asked to approach Ringway for confirmation that the verges would be cut in August.  Action : Clerk

4.2
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS  It was noted that WCC had responded to the Clerk's hastening action and provided advice on the use of TRO's - since circulated.

4.3
PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE   The Clerk stated that the Chair of the PFC had advised that the FY ended 30 June so the Accounts were not yet available.  The Chair noted that the latest nominee for membership of the PFC had now declined.  It was agreed that efforts must continue to find a 'second' Chute Member of the Committee. Action : All  

4.4
EMERGENCY PLANNING.   The Clerk stated that the Clerk to CFPC had been advised of the support of this Council .  They would advise if they had a nominee for the joint Emergency Planning Officer. 

4.5
STANDING ORDERS   The Clerk passed out 'clean' copies of the revised SOs agreed at the last meeting and asked that these be associated with the copies of the Code of Conduct held by each Member.

4.6
FOOTPATH 13     The Chair thanked W Shaw for his efforts.  The correspondence with Mr Pearce was read out and it was noted that the F/P had now been cleared.

ITEM 5 :  ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2002
5.1
The Chair recorded the appreciation of the Council for the thorough job done by Ms N Orlick as the Internal Auditor.   He drew attention to the fact that, in providing an unqualified Section 4 of the new style Audit Return, she had given the Accounts and the associated Section 1 of the Audit Return a clean bill of health.  This also provided a supplementary degree of assurance to the Council with regard to acceptance of the proposed position on Section 2 of the Audit Return - Statement of Assurance.

The Chair then opened discussion on the accounts and associated Audit Return as presented with the Agenda and the proposals for acceptance which had been made by the RFO.  On a proposal by J Gale, it was agreed that inclusion of a note to the Accounts showing the composition of the reserves was desirable:  the Clerk undertook provide this forthwith..  On this basis acceptance/signature of the Accounts and  Sections 1 and 2 of the Audit Return, as presented with the Agenda, was carried unanimously :  proposed by J Gale, seconded by W Shaw.

 ITEM 6 : ANONYMOUS DONATION
6.1
During discussion of possible uses for the £750, J  Sykes indicated that it was the wish of the donor that the funds be used to reduce largely unavoidable 'demands' on the precept.  It was agreed that one contender was to meet the cost of replacing the official Parish Council notice board.  This is located at the Village Hall and is severely deteriorated. W Shaw undertook to seek estimates, firstly from local tradesmen, and report back to Members for further discussion.

ITEM 7 : RIGHTS OF WAY MANAGEMENT
7.1
GLEAM Membership  :  This has been achieved with effect from 9 July 2002 and initial papers circulated.

7.2
Future WCC Policy on RoW Management - Presentation :  The Clerk confirmed that Paul Gerrard, the  WCC Project Officer, had agreed to attend the 19 September Meeting to give a presentation on this subject. It was agreed that the presentation should have priority on the Agenda and, if necessary, consideration of other business should be postponed on that date.   The Clerk should now therefore provide directions to Mr Gerrard and  confirm the start time as 19.30.   Action : Clerk
7.3
The Chair then advised that David Gardiner, Chair of GLEAM, had agreed to attend the next PC Meeting to provide Members with independent expert advice.   It had also been arranged that he would meet with the Chair (at Linden Cottage) on 8th August at 10.00 to familiarise himself with Parish concerns - this will include walking the grounds of the proposed B3 Upgrade route with J Sykes.  The Chair extended an invitation to all Members to attend but indicated that, since this was simply an opportunity for an exchange of background information, there was no three line whip.    

7.4
The Chair agreed that a good attendance by Parishioners on the 19th September would send the right signals to WCC.   He agreed to put a notice in the September Chronicle and to consider sending direct advice of the WCC presentation to those Parishioners who had written to register their views on the proposed B3 Upgrade to BOAT status before action was put on the current temporary hold.   Action : Chair

7.5
WCC RoW Improvement Plan - Input to Hierarchy Assessment  :  The Chair then turned to the letter from the Ms B Burke -WCC Rights of Way Officer - dated 1 July 2002 ( given priority circulation to all Members during 19 to 30 July : Clerk).  This advised that the first step the Council would take in meeting the CROW 2000 requirements was to create a hierarchy of three classes of 'links'.  To begin the process the letter asked for assistance in fitting the Parish's Public RoW into these categories and for information on their use, importance etc.

7.6.
It was agreed that a response would require completion of a full in-depth assessment of all Parish RofW.  This would take some time and effort to complete but any partial or pro temp response to the consultation would run the risk of both misinforming  WCC and prejudicing the interests of the community.   The Clerk advised that he had, in anticipation of this, asked Ms Burke if a significant extension of the deadline of 6 September could be agreed.  There was apparently no resistance to this and October or November was seemingly acceptable if it resulted in a full input to the data gathering and categorisation stage of the exercise.

7.7
It was agreed that work to assess the Council's response would begin as soon as practicable but would probably have to wait until September (post harvest).  In the meantime the Clerk should safeguard the Council's position by writing to WCC with a proposal to delay our input until mid-December and seeking assurances that this will not result in our position failing to be taken into account.  He would also seek clarification of a number of queries raised by D Brown on the definitive map/list provided by WCC. Action: Clerk
7.8
RoW - Monitoring of Use and Condition : It was also agreed that the community would have to take a more direct role in monitoring the use and condition of all RoW.      W Shaw to take an initiative - possibly in the form of an 'Adopt a Footpath' appeal in the Chronicle. The objective being to have all RoW walked and reported against standard criteria twice a year by volunteers - co-ordinated by the Council.     Action : W Shaw 

7.9
Liaison with SEK Parishes on RoW Improvement Plans :  The Clerk read a letter from the Chair of Collingbourne Ducis PC dated 30 July 2002. This was addressed to the South East Kennet parishes and, prompted by the letter from the WCC RoW Officer of 1 July (see  7.5 above) suggested a joint meeting with Ms Burke to 'clarify some of the issues and assist in preparing the new policy for RoW'.  After some discussion it was agreed the Council was not disinterested but the joint venture would be premature until Chute had clarified it's internal position as planned.  The Chair agreed to advise Collingbourne Ducis PC accordingly.  Action : Chair

7.10
Local Access Forum :  The WALC advice,  that their Chairman Mr Frank Eggleton would represent local councils, was noted.  It was agreed that J Gale would seek to expand liaison with Mr Eggleton.

7.11
Relationship with WCC on Access/Use of RoW :   The Clerk read the response by Cllr P Chalke of  WCC, dated 27 June 02, to the Council's letter of 31 May 02.  This seemed, in summary, to state that the County Council had no alternative but to take a balanced position on conflicting needs for use of/access to RoW.  The Council agreed that, in giving equal weight to the demands of minority interests and those of the majority who sought to minimise damage and pollution by motorised recreational vehicles,  WCC was failing to take a properly balanced and representative stance.   However, the way ahead probably lay in the actions now in hand to produce RoW Improvement Plans. No further action at present.

ITEM 8  :  FINANCIAL EXPENDITURE
8.1
The expenditure proposed in the Agenda was proposed by W Shaw, seconded by J Sykes and unanimously approved against the documents produced.

ITEM 9  :  COMMUNITY AREA FORUM
9.1
D Brown drew attention to the minutes of the SEK Community Area Forum which had been circulated.   The Chair also reported on related issues which arose at a Tidworth Forward Planning Event which he had recently attended.   After discussion it was noted that the challenge for the council in both representing the forward interests of the community and obtaining funding support lay in establishing much clearer and broader data on the profile of the population.  The possibility of having some form of data capture exercise would have to be examined in future.

ITEM 10  :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
10.1
Hours Worked by Clerk :  The Clerk reported that a complete year's data was now available, to 5 July 02,  and produced an average of 9.31 hrs/week.   He was asked to provide the data and the latest desk diary source of the data, for spot check by J Gale and subsequent circulation.  Action :  Clerk and Cllr J Gale 

10.2
Racial Equality:  The Clerk produced the final version of the guidance for local government and advised that the action already taken - see SOs - was appropriate. The Chair advised that it should be placed in the PC library available to any who wished to consult it.

10.3
Building Work at 8 Tibbs Meadow.  D Merritt drew attention to this work without planning consent.  The Clerk advised that he had raised the matter with the Kennet Enforcement Officer on 31 July 02 and awaited advice.

10.4
The Chair  reminded all present that the next meeting was scheduled for 19 September 2002 and, there being no further business, closed the Meeting.
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